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#1 A.A, BULLETIN 11/14/40

We wish to thank our meny friends and correspondents all over the
country for their cooperation in keeping the national headquarters informed
of developments in the various groups. It is through such a central ex-
change that vital information and cantact points can be brought to the
attention of those who seek the solution to alcoholism which meens so much
to us.,

This bulletin is an effort to develop a mutual idea exchange sheet
to establish a closer feecling of friendship bstween A.A. groups from the east
coast to the west, and we hope it will prevent the secession from the A.A.
ranks of our San Francisco group who threatened to ¢all themselves "Dipso-
maniacs Incognito" unless they heard fram us more frequently. A bulletin has
been contemplated for some time but delayed due to lack of sufficient personnel
and office facilities. We now have at least the equipment and hope to be able
to meke this bulletin a periodic spree (not alceholic).

This office has in the past year handled over 2000 inquiries answering
each by personal letter. 1In addition, correspondence is maintained with
about 50 centors where A.A. wark is in operation, varying from the solitary
cfforts of single isolated A.A. membars to groups of 150.

In view of the fact that in April 1939 there were only about 100 4.4,
members, and the fact that there is now a total of approximetely 1400, your
efforts and ours have been exceptionally wrth while., Continued A.4, activity
will mean a great deal not only to oach of us as individuals, but also to the
many who arc still unaware of the fact that there is an answer to the alcoholic
problem which is practicable on a lergo sosale.

Our correspondence reaches not only the four corncrs of the U.S. but
also touches Alaska, Africa, England, France and Australia. Although nothing
of comsequence has developed as yet in thesc distent places, nevertheless it
is indicative of thc widespread interest in Alcoholics Anonymous, of the far
reaching results alroady obtained, and the possibilities for the future.

For the gencral information of all A.A, members, we list below those
cities where there arc isolated A.A, mowbers who have recovered oither through
the book alonc or through brief contact with established centers.:

COHOES, N.Y, BURLINGTON, VERMONT
BUFFALO, N.Y. BENNINGTON, VERMONT
DENVIR, COLORADO NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
SHELBY, NORTH CAROLINA KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI
ATKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA KHOXVILLZ, TENNESSEE
BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON EAU CLARE, WISCONSIN

BISWMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA PHOENIX, ARIZONA



There arc scvoral "warking" A.A, momburs in cech of the following cities
where mectings arc in a got together stage.

PITTSBURGH, PA-
BOSTON, MASS.

INDI&NAPOLIS, IND,

WALLTHGFCORD, VERMONT
SAN DIEGO, CALIORNIA

And Tollowing is a list of communitics whorc A.h. Work is well exteblishsd

and wcekly meotings arc held:

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y.
SOUTH ORLNGE, N.J.
WASHINGTON, D.C.
RICHMOND, VA,
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
JACKSON, MICHIGAN
COLDWATER, MICHIGAN
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
HOUSTON, TEXAS

LOS ANGELES, C4LIF,
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

EVANSVILLE, INDIANA
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
PHILADELPHIA, Pai.
BALTIMORE, MD.
WAUNAREE, WISCONSIN
GREEWNWICH, CONN,
CLEVELAND, OHIO
AKRON, OHIO

TOLEDO, OHIO
DAYTON, OHIO
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO

The secretary or correspondent of oach group hes tho name and eddress
of at least onc member in each of the established groups for the use of
travelling or visiting members. However, at the request of meny of these
groups may we ask that the New York office bo used as a clearing housc for
all correspondence since but Pew local groups are cquipped to handle the
correspondonce now coming to them fran so many different directions, We
shall gladly give full particulars about any of the listed communitics upon
request,

We all know that the ..., solution reslly works if followed with
patisnce, honesty and sincerity so we sympethize with the new prospect who
sald ho coertainly DID want to stop drinking but aftcor listening a few minutes
to our A.A. story sald "Oh that! - I tried it for two wecks and it doesn’i
wark”,

We shall appreciate roceiving ideas, suggestions, criticisms, etc. of
gencral intcrest for the purpose of this bulletin is to relate the many
Ak, groups in a fricondly spirit.

So best regards to ©ll and lot us hear fram you at zny ard all times.

JC ik Ntk

Secretery
P.5,
Since it is not possitle at the present time for us to furnish enough
copics far distribution o cvery i.4. member, perhaps you will feel it
advisable to read this copy cloud 2t & meeting.
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FLASH!!!!..,.,THE SATUADAY VENING POST will publish an article on Alcoholies
Anonymous to appear in the Feb, 22nd, 1941 issue which appears on the news-
stands sbout Feb, 19th, We know that every A,4, momber joins us in en ex-~
pression of appreciation to the Post and to Jack Alexander, the writer, who &0
ably pictures A.A, in & tharoughly comprehensive manner,

If the number of inguiries received in response to the Post article even
approximates the present estimato, every individual in the various h,A. groups
will find it necessary to "stand by for active duty”, A4ll inquiries will be
relayed along to the sccretary or correcspondent of the group nocerest to the
address of the inquirer as soon as possible,

And now for some current A,A, infarmation, Alcoholics Anonymously speaking,
things are developing as rapidly as evor, In addition to the small beginnings
listed in the last Bulletin, we now add ~- BINGHAMTON,N,Y, == HUDSQN FALLS,N.Y,=-
BAY CITY, MICH, =- NEW ORLIANS, LA, -- OTTUMWA, IOWA -~ and some A,i, 8ctivity
in VANCOUVER, CANADA,

Our San Diego, Calif, group, listed proviously as in the "get togethcr stage”
took exception to that remark and in view of the fact that in the last five
months they have developed & group of 20 active 4,4, workers, we agroo that
they are entitled to appcar in tho White Star cless, (White stars on our large
office map indicatc active groups moeting weekly), More power to you et San

Diegod

St, Louis, Mo,, which two months ago was virtually "without benefit of A A"y
now has ten memboers win meet every Woednoesday cvenings Best wishes to you 100}

The correspondent of ons of our newar groups, five in number, advises that they
meet weockly in the Union Station of their particular city., This has inspired
& somewlnt alcoholic dreem (or nightmarc?) of immensc A,i, moctings in the
Grand Centrel Station of New York. To say tho loast, we can visumlize some
amazing rcactions,

Another odd meeting place is the Coronerts office in a midwostern city,
Obviously such oddlties effect in no way the stcady wmarch of progross to the
desired goal of complete sobriety for those intarcsted in A,A.

"Honorary nention® Yo an A,A, from Cloveland who travels about a good bit in
connection with his business and who was instrumental in originating throe A.A,
groups In the sunny south, Hs has made innumorablc helpful contacts, is evident-
ly indefatigable, and a man who never takes "no" for an answer, He advises that
he may cover the seuthwost on his next business jaynt and we think it only fair,
in view of his past accomplisiments, to warn all alkies in that vicinity to do
thelr drinking NOW - beforc our travelling 4,4, catchos up with thems

Among the many sources recontly mentioning Alecholios Anonymous was Walter Winchell

on Jon, l4th, Such is progress - ar is 1itg

Secretory
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Much wator has gono over the dam sincc our bulletin of last January mailed
just provious to tho appcarance of tho Saturday Evoning Post articlo. The nccos-
ity of answoring all inquirios as prompitly as possiblo hos delayecd this bullctin
considorably and although somo direct Post inquiries aro still rocoived daily in
addition to othcr mail, it is now possiblc to kecp the situntion in hand.

To datc, your central officc has rocoived 2325 SEP inquiries - with an ad-
ditional 2075 during the samc poriod from vorious othor sources - moking a total
of 4400 lottcrs answerecd from this officc sinco March 1lst, 1941. Approximatoly
50% of thosc lotters wore immediatcly roferrecd to A.L. groups for personal co-
operation, but the balancc werc so located as to make it virtually impossible to
arrange personal contact, therefors it was necossory to lend oncouragoment and as=
sigtancc by mail, WMany of theso facctiously callod "mail ordar prospoects™ oare
moking the grado remarkably well, somo of them successfully working with others
in thoir own particular localities.

Corrcspondence is also maintained with cach of the 116 groups on tho attached
list - 62 White Stor Groups, 24 Rod Ster Groups, and 30 Green Star. Somotimos a
great many lottars arc oxchanged, somctimos only a fow, all dcponding upon the
nced and desiro of tho particular group or individual,

All inquirics roceived arc kept in such order that it is a comparatively
simplo mrocoduro toc got togothor a list of intcrosted peoplo in onc vieinity for
any li,ie micribor who travels and wishes to contimuo &L.4. Work cn route. Tharce oro
now soveral such men who havo accomplished some amozing rosults along theso lines,
beceause it somotincs takes only a little understanding friandship, an oppartunity
to talk with somconc olsc who hns *gonc through tho mill", to get a follow started
on tho right track = particularly whon he has road the literaturo and has some
idca of what A.A. is all about,

One of our Chicago travelors had an intarosting oxperionce which sceans well
worth rolating in viow of tho promiscd happy cnding., He was sitting in his hotol
lobby ono cvening when a celcbrant sitting closc by confided to him in a loud
stagc whispar, "I'm drunk". On a hunch our A.A, friond asked whothor he over read
the SEP. To tho vast amusoment of the pecople asscmbled in the lobby, the drunk
laughcd uproariously and answoroed, "You mcan that f.A. article? Holl, I wrote
it", ©Novertholess it was the boginning of an understanding friondship and several
wocks lator the mon of the hotel lobby was getiing along all right and rarin' to
go. Ho will know when ho rcads this that we arc 2ll with him 100%.

Onc of our Now York menmbers clipped the following from tho parsonal colurm
of a Ncw York papor, and sinec it scems to "hit the spot”, hore it is:

% GOD GR/NT ME THE SERENITY TO ACCEPT THINGS I C.IWNOT CHANGE,
COTR.GE TO CHALNCGE THINGE T CLN, AWD WILDOM TO KNOW THE DIFFERENCE!,

So = until the next bulletin - Rogards,

R MoK

Scerotary,
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In this season of holiday festivity we in A.A, are grateful for having found
a solution to ow difficulties which not only enables us to stay happily sober,
put helps us to understand and enjoy life as we never have before -~ a way which
gives us coursge to face life as it is and not as we would like it to be -- & way
which strengthens us to keep our balance in the midst of world chesos. Yes =~ we
have much to be thankful for no matter what our present problems may be and we find
joy in the knowledge thot we mey bring happiness to friends and families where once
there was desolstion -- that as Awmericans we can now play the pert expected of us,

A A, Xmas and ilew Years perties are being reported by almost every A.A. group
in the country whether large or small. Not only are such parties a source of grend
fun for every member, they are often life savers to new members who have not yet
had time to fully adjust themselves to this new way of life, Meny groups have
written requesting that we extend their greetings to all the others so W every
such A,A, party we extend the best wishes of every other A.A, group.

Your central office still continues to handle an avoraege of 125 imquiries a
woek besides maintaining & running corrospondence with most of tho 169 A.A, groups.
Since the last bulletin was malled to you, 54 new A.A. groups havc becn repoerted.
Some: of these are offshoots of eostablished groups, some have bcen started by A.A,
members from orggnized groups who have moved to new cities, and some have de-
veloped through correspondence with this office. Others originated through in-
formation furnished by this office to traveling membors. An up to date list of the
groups is attachod to this bulletin,

You will notc that a small beginning has been mado in Mgntreal as well as im
Vancouver, Cansda. Also, through Spanish interpreters, we have been in touch with
a man in Mexieo ever since the S.E.P, artiele, and within the last month one of the
Los Apgeles members was able to visit owr lexican friend with the consequent re-
port of good possibilities for a graup there in the not too distant futuro,

It will be much apprecistod if all group sccrotaries advisoc the central office
of the numbor of A,As members in their local groups. Sinco for the purposc of this
bullotin vec were obliged to estimate the membership of some of the groups, the
figures givon though conservativc aro approximate, Novertholess tho total of 5500
membors thus compiled will bo of intorest to doctors, ministars and fricnds, as
well as to oursslves. Pleasc advisc of any corrcetions.

Doc Smith and Bill i/ilson scnd you thoir Christmas grootings and wish mo to
cxpress their profound gratitude for the truly great work you arc all doing.

A thought for the New Yeor!
GOD HELPS THOSE “HO HAVE SUFFERED ENOUGH TO SEE THEY CANNOT HELP THEMSELVES}Y

The Good Will Spirit of Christmas is in the air - may wo of tho A.A, roflect
that spirit daily throughout the coming ycar.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEV YEAR TO YOU ALLI! W M

Scerotary.



